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About Me 

• Started using Google in 1999 
• 16 years experience in Digital PR  
• Developed the Google Analytics PR Dashboard 
• @sallyfalkow on Twitter 
• www.proactivereport.com 
• 2014 Top Social Media Influencers on Twitter 

(Cision) 
• 2015 PR/Tech Honoree 
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What Does Google Want? 

Google’s mission: 
To organize the data on the 
Web 
To give people using their 
search engine the most 
relevant and useful results 
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2016 Ranking Factors 
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Inbound links 

• Seen as 3rd party endorsement 
• The number of unique referring domains was the 

strongest correlation in the entire study 
• Key Takeaway: Getting links from a diverse group 

of domains is extremely important for SEO 
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Domain Authority   

• The age, relevance of content and number of 
links to the root domain 

• The strength of the domain that your page 
lives on is more important than the page 
itself  

• Key Takeaway: Increasing the number of links 
from diverse sources to your site may improve 
rankings for other pages on your site 
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Content & SEO 

If you create readable, high-
quality content, your search 

rankings will naturally 
increase  

@neilpatel #SEO  
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Content & SEO 
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Relevant Content 



Longer Content 



Security of the Site 
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Original Images 
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Keyword in Title Tag 



Load Speed 
What can lower your page speed? 
• Your host: Not an issue for most larger companies. Hosting on a cheap service can 

damage your page speed. Pick the right host that fits to your business size and 
needs. 

• Large hi-res images:  Speak to your web team about the images you add to 
releases, posts and articles. Prefer PNG for images that do not require high details 
(like logos) and JPEG for photos. 

• External embedded media: external media like videos are highly valuable but can 
lower your load time. To gain some load time, host the videos on your own server. 

• Unoptimized browser, plugins and app: you should test your website on all 
browsers since they do not load your site in the same way. Moreover, apps like 
Flash can seriously lower your page speed. 

• Your theme: Some highly designed themes contain effects that can penalize your 
load time. 

• Widgets: some social buttons or comment areas can have an impact on your page 
speed. 
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Low Bounce Rate 



Mobile Search 



#Social16 



 
 
    68% of smartphone owners use their phone at 
least occasionally to follow along with breaking 
news events, with 33% saying that they do this 
“frequently.” 
 
    67% use their phone to share pictures, videos, 
or commentary about events happening in their 
community, with 35% doing so frequently. 
 
    56% use their phone at least occasionally to 
learn about community events or activities, with 
18% doing this “frequently.” 
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Google I/O 
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Google Test 





Mobile Ranking Factors 
• Site Speed 
• User Experience  
• Keywords in domain 
• Short bullet lists 
• Internal links 
• Fewer images per page 
• Shorter content 
• Strong social signals 



Google AMP 
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Accelerated Mobile Project 
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AMP now on Google Search 
for Apple Devices 
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AMP Wordpress Plugin 



Rich Snippets 



Rich Cards 
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Example – an Inc. 5000 Company 
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https://meritusmedia.wishpond.com/google-checklist/ 



Questions? 

@sallyfalkow 
sally@meritusmedia.com 

 
 

www.meritusmedia.com 
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