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Search Engines Want to Know 

• Content Factors 
– How useful is your material to users? 

• Credibility Factors 
– How authoritative are you? 

• Quality Factors 
– Can I trust you? 

• Crawlability Factors 
– Can I access all your site’s content? 
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Content Factors 
Are you providing useful material? 
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How to Analyze Your Content 
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• How well does your content match targeted 
keyphrases? 

 
• Check for unique keyphrase placement on each page: 
 Keyphrase near the front of the page title 
 Keyphrase near the front of the <H1> Heading 
 Keyphrase in the anchor text of links 
 Keyphrase in the first few words of the page 
 Number of keyphrase repetitions on the page 
 Keyphrase in the URL 
 Keyphrase in image file names, captions, and 

alt attributes  
 Keyphrase in the meta description 

 
• Ensure unique page titles and meta descriptions for 

each page! 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Useful = Relevant and helpful



Credibility Factors 
Do you have clout & authority? 
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How to Review Your Link Profile 

• Check your pages in Open Site Explorer 
– http://www.opensiteexplorer.org 
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Quality Factors 
Are you trustworthy? 
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How to Analyze Site Quality 

• Honestly answer these questions about your content: 
– Would you trust the information presented? 
– Is it written by an expert or enthusiast who knows the topic well, or is it more shallow? 
– Does the site have duplicate, overlapping, or redundant content on the same or similar 

topics? 
– Are there spelling, stylistic, or factual errors? 
– Does it provide substantial value when compared to other pages in search results? 
– Would you want to bookmark, share, or recommend this content? 
– Would you expect to see the content in a printed magazine, encyclopedia, or book? 
– Would users complain when they see pages from the site? 
– Would you be comfortable giving your credit card information to this site? 

• More guidance from Google on high-quality sites: 
– http://googlewebmastercentral.blogspot.com/2011/05/more-guidance-on-building-high-

quality.html 
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Crawlability Factors 
Is your site accessible? 
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How to Analyze SEO Accessibility 

• Step 1:  View the cached version of your page 
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Check the text version of your page in Google 
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How to Analyze SEO Accessibility 

• Step 2:  Switch to the “Text-only version” of cache 
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Check the text version of your page in Google 
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How to Analyze SEO Accessibility 

• Step 3:  Make sure the text version matches your expectations 
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Check the text version of your page in Google 
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How to Analyze SEO Accessibility 

• Google Webmaster Tools 
– http://www.google.com/webmasters/ 
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• Bing Webmaster Tools 
– http://www.bing.com/toolbox/webmaster 

 

Tools for You and Developers 



Summary 
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Key Takeaways 

• Remember the 4 things search engines want to know: 
– Content:  How useful is your material to users? 
– Credibility:  How authoritative are you? 
– Quality:  Can I trust you? 
– Crawlability:  Can I access all your site’s content? 

• Content 
– Every page should be unique and useful:  relevant and helpful 

• Credibility 
– Have links that show you know something about this topic 

• Quality 
– Demonstrate your primary intention of helping users have a great experience 

• Crawlability 
– Make sure the version search engines see is the one you expect 
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