
Influencers 

Bloggers 

Journalists 



1. SEO - Google loves it 

2. Credible, third-party articles and 

reviews  are the most effective source 

of information in impacting 

consumers along all stages of the 

purchase process across product 

categories.  

 

Why is Expert Content Valuable? 







Authority 

GOAL: Your 

website, blog or 

newsroom is widely 

recognized as a 

leader in its field, 

area or industry. 



Authority Signals 

• Type of links 

• Who is linking to 
you 

• Social references 

• Sentiment 

• Engagement 
metrics 

• Reviews 
 



Google’s Viewpoint 

“A good product can only be built when 
we understand who’s who and who is 
related to whom.  

Relationships are also important 
alongside content.  

To build a good product, we have to do 
all types of processing. But 
fundamentally, it’s not just about 
content.  

It’s about identity, relationships and 
content. 

Amit Singhal, Google 



Content 

Relationships Identity 

SEO 



Trusted Identity Signals 

Search engines continue 

to seek out those willing 

to stand behind the 

content they produce. 

• Google Authorship 

• Social Profile 

Verification 

• Robust About Section 

 

 







Authorship Set Up 

https://plus.google.com/authorship 

Verify you have an email address 

(such as stevenlevy@wired.com) on 

the same domain as your content.  

Enter this email in the box on the 

page at this link. 

https://plus.google.com/authorship
https://plus.google.com/authorship


Results in Google 



Results in Google 



Results in Google 



History 

• Length of time domain has been live 

• Length of time domain registered for 

• Who Is? information public 

• Activity over time – who do you link out to? 

• Changes in content topics or quality 

• Violation of Google guidelines 



Site Statistics 

• Bounce Rate – how long people stay 

on your site once they click through 

from the search results 

• Engagement – time on site, number of 

pages viewed 



Google Analytics 



Relationships 

• Guest Posts on high 
authority sites 

• Inbound links from 
authority sites – dot 
org dot gov 

• Content 
partnerships 

• Links and citations 
from relevant 
influencers 



Mobile 





Mobile 
Make sure your 
website, newsroom 
and blog are mobile 
responsive – that 
means the browser 
can detect which 
device they are 
searching on and 
deliver that version of 
the content. 



Google Preference 

"Google recommends webmasters 

follow the industry best practice of 

using responsive web design, namely 

serving the same HTML for all devices."  

 

 



Questions? 

Follow me on Twitter 

@sallyfalkow 

 

sally@meritusmedia.com 

 

Get SMART News on 
Amazon 

 

mailto:sally@meritusmedia.com

